Limbal epithelial stem cell therapy.
Restoring vision in patients suffering from previously intractable blinding ocular surface disease has become possible with the advent of techniques for ex vivo expansion and transplantation of limbal epithelial stem cells onto the cornea. This approach represents one of the few adult stem cell therapies presently in the clinic. This article highlights several key research areas where progress will be made to specifically understand the biology and therapeutic potential of limbal epithelial stem cells, which may have an applicability to the understanding of other adult stem cell populations.